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Baku, 16th March 2013 

OPEN LETTER OF GRATITUDE
Dear Mr. Schwarzenberg,

We, the Azerbaijani united opposition, would like to express our deep gratitude for your truthful and very timely speech delivered at the opening of the „One World“ documentary film festival in Prague, at which Intiqam Aliyev, lawyer, human rights defender, was awarded the Homo Homini prize.

The history of democratic movement of Czech Republic and in particular Vaclav Havel's spiritual legacy still inspires many people around the world. Czech Republic has not lost its unique moral authority and thanks to you still has potential to move Europe morally and politically in the right direction.

Unfortunately, in Azerbaijan the space for freedoms is rapidly shrinking, human rights are violated and president Ilham Aliyev turned from the “guarantor of stability“ into a “sponsor of chaos”. Unprecedented uprisings are regularly occurring across the country, as Azerbaijani people deprived of any means of legally raising their concerns, take to the streets to express their opposition and frustration.

Furthermore, there are significant doubts over the legality of Ilham Aliyev’s candidacy in 2013 elections. Mr Aliyev is running for a controversial third term and we strongly contest the constitutional validity of such move. Therefore, we will be taking legal action, both domestically and internationally, to challenge what we consider to be a gross violation of Azerbaijani law. This, in turn, will have major implications for the validity of any international agreements and contracts Mr Aliyev signs should he force his unconstitutional re-election for the third term.

Again Mr. Schwarzenberg, please accept our deep gratitude for addressing the situation in such a precise way. We wish other European leaders will follow your example and show the dedication that you have shown towards building free, democratic, and stable environment in the European neighbourhood.

Respectfully,

Isa Gambar, Musavat Party
Ali Karimli, Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan
Ilgar Mammadov, Republican Alternative movement
Rustam Ibrahimbeyov, Forum of Intelegentzia
Eldar Namazov, EL movement
